Dear MLA,
My concerns are

Sincerely,
City/Town

MLA




DID YOU KNOW

For 114 years AMA (Alberta Medical Association) has been an advocate for almost 14,000
members (AB physicians) providing leadership and support for their role in provision of
healthcare in AB. Until February 20, 2020, AMA has worked with provincial governments.

WHAT HAPPENED?

October 28, 2019, UCP (United Conservative Party) passed Bill 21. With regards
to AB Physicians, Bill 21 allows Cabinet the ability to terminate ANY agreement
for physician compensation. This is not only for an existing AMA agreement, the
bill clearly identifies the government is not required to live up to the terms of
future contracts. AMA voiced concerns immediately not only to bill 21 but also
11 funding changes, the Minister of Health, Tyler Shandro proposed. Alberta
physicians voiced concerns that the 11 funding changes would have significant
impact on provision of patient care, primarily in rural areas.

WHAT HAPPENED TO NEGOTIATIONS
BETWEEN SHANDRO & AMA? AMA planned to return to

negotiations with a proposed plan to reduce costs which would have the
least impact on patients (AB requires a reduction in costs due to the
economic downturn). February 20, 2020 Shandro opted to utilize the
power provided by Bill 21, ripped up the current agreement with AMA, and walked away from the bargaining table,
refusing to negotiate or arbitrate. On March 31, 2020 in the midst of a 100 year pandemic Shandro unilaterally
imposed funding changes to AB physicians’ compensation. 1.5 cuts were rolled back the week prior due to public
outcry in support of AB physicians. The other cuts went through. As was predicted, these funding changes have
created chaos in our leading public healthcare system in the midst of a pandemic. On April 9, 2020 AMA filed a
lawsuit against the provincial government‘s Ministry of Health. AMA cites the termination of its agreement and the
government’s conduct during negotiations, along with Bill 21, as some of the reasons for filing this claim. AMA
said a constitutional challenge is NOT what they wanted, especially during a pandemic, yet it was a necessary step.

What can | do?

Share Your Story.
#patientsforABdocs #ThislsMyWhy
#AMAisABdocs #|BelieveABdocs




